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the	 economy	 and	 society	 of	 the	 Mekong	 Delta	 (MD)	 of	
Viet	 Nam	 has	 been	 transformed	 fundamentally.	 Due	 to	
the	 natural	 advantage	 of	 a	 delta,	 the	MD	 is	 famous	 for	
agricultural	 production	 such	 as	 rice	 cropping,	 fishery,	
animal	 husbandry,	 and	 poultry.	 Over	 80%	 of	 the	
population	 of	 the	 MD	 is	 engaged	 in	 agricultural	
production,	 of	 which	 livestock	 production	 accounts	 for	
30%	 of	 the	 total	 agricultural	 output	 for	 domestic	
consumption	 and	 export	 (GSO,	 2015).	 The	 development	
of	 agriculture	 in	 the	 MD	 ensures	 the	 national	 food	
security,	contributing	to	the	local	economic	development	
and	 poverty	 reduction.	 Particularly,	 one	 main	 subarea	
that	 is	 accounting	 for	 a	 large	 proportion	 of	 the	 regional	
economy	 is	 cow-raising.	 This	 activity	 has	 brought	 high	
economic	 profit	 for	 livestock	 farmers	 with	 increasing	
number	of	cow	nowadays	(Le	Thanh	Hai,	2008).	Although	
the	 benefit	 of	 cow	 industry	 is	 obvious,	 the	 problem	 of	
waste,	 which	 has	 not	 been	 properly	 taken	 into	












65%	 of	 N2O	 in	 the	 atmosphere.	 This	 gas	 is	 capable	 of	
absorbing	 296	 times	 more	 energy	 than	 CO2.	 Domestic	
animals	also	emit	9%	of	global	CO2,	37%	of	CH4,	which	 is	
23	 times	 more	 likely	 to	 retain	 heat	 than	 CO2.	 Animal	






factors	 that	make	 the	human	 and	 livestock	 environment	
unstable	 in	 the	 future.	 The	 accumulation	 of	 cow	
excrement	 from	 livestock	poses	 a	 risk	of	water	pollution	
(eutrophication,	flora	and	fauna	changes),	effects	odours,	
and	impacts	and	threats	to	human	health	(Penakalapati	et	
al.,	 2017).	 In	 the	 MD,	 biogas	 technology	 has	 been	
introduced	 as	 an	 effective	 method	 of	 treating	 animal	
waste,	 minimizing	 the	 risk	 of	 contamination	 from	
livestock	 production,	 and	 producing	 biogas	 for	 energy	




to	 Rural	 Development	 in	 Can	 Tho	 City,	 the	 Sustainable	
production	of	waste	rice	straw,	etc.	
	
Mekong	 Delta	 spent	 1	 million	 ton	 of	 fuel	 diesel	 for	 key	
agricultural	production	systems	in	2016,	and	this	number	
increases	 to	 1.1	 million	 ton	 in	 2020	 (Tin	 et	 al.,	 2016),	
which	 otherwise,	 by	 using	 biogas	 digesters,	 could	 be	
saved.	 Application	 of	 biogas	 digesters	 may	 raise	 local	
people’s	 standard	 of	 living,	 as	 well	 as	 reduce	 the	 odour	
from	animal	husbandry	activities,	and	avoid	the	complaint	
from	neighbouring	families	(Nguyen	Vo	Chau	Ngan,	2012).	
Biogas	 energy	 can	 simultaneously	meet	 the	 demand	 for	
electricity	 for	 lighting	 and	 can	 supply	 fuel	 for	 livestock	
households.	Therefore,	 this	 study	 focuses	on	 the	current	





2.1 Object of study 
 
The	study	was	conducted	in	(i)	Can	Tho	city,	(ii)	Hau	Giang	
Province,	 (iii)	 Soc	 Trang	 Province,	 and	 (iv)	 Tra	 Vinh	
Province,	where	cattle	raising	 is	much	popular	compared	
to	 other	 provinces	 in	 the	 MD.	 Random	 and	 direct	




district,	 Thot	 Not	 district,	 Phong	 Dien	 town,	 and	 Co	 Do	
town.	
	
(ii)	 In	 Hau	 Giang	 province,	 the	 survey	 was	 conducted	 in	
Chau	Thanh	town,	Phung	Hiep	town,	and	Long	My	town.	
	







Figure 1. The MD map with four selected provinces 
	
2.2 Field survey 
	
The	 target	 group	 of	 the	 questionnaire	was	 cattle	 raising	
farmers.	 It	 contains	 a	 combination	 of	 closed	 and	 open-
ended	 questions.	 A	 testing	 phase	 was	 performed	 in	 5	
households	to	evaluate	the	questions,	eliminate	the	inap-
propriate	 ones	 and	 made	 the	 correspondent	 modifica-
tions.	
	
Formal	 interviews	were	 conducted	 at	 randomly	 selected	
households	 in	 the	 areas	 of	 study	 enlisted	 previously,	
through	 the	 introduction	 of	 local	 authorities,	 heads	 of	
cooperatives	and	local	people.	
	








of	 waste.	 Within	 the	 scope	 of	 the	 study,	 only	 CH4	
emission	from	cattle	waste	was	estimated.	
	
The	 cows	 surveyed	 were	 divided	 into	 3	 groups	 -	 (i)	 6	



















CH4	manure:	 total	 CH4	 emissions	 from	cattle’s	waste	
(Gg	CH4/year)	













the	 emission	 factor	 EF(T)	 using	 the	 estimates	 of	 the	ma-




















MCF:	 methane	 conversion	 factor	 (%)	 which	 depends	
on	 the	waste	management	 system	 and	 the	 temperature	
of	the	area,	see	Table	2.	
	







1	 Lawn	(not	collect)	 2	 2	 2	
2	 Daily	collection	to	make	fertilizer	 1	 1	 1	
3	 Solid	storage	-	Heap	(over	several	months)	 5	 5	 5	
4	 Grazing	in	the	large	fence,	periodic	collection	 2	 2	 2	
5	 Collecting	and	storing	in	liquid	lagoons	
(adding	more	water)	
natural	hard	board	 44	 48	 50	
without	hard	natural	board	 71	 78	 80	
6	 Pond	storage	(water	for	watering	plants,	water	treatment)	 79	 80	 80	
7	 Storing	pit	under	stalls	 <	1	month	 30	 30	 30	
>	1	month	 71	 78	 80	
8	 Dealing	with	biogas	technology	 	 10	 10	 10	
(Source:	IPCC,	2006)	
	














of	 the	dry	matter	 feed	 intake	 (value	of	0.29	 for	cattle	as	
result	from	the	previous	study	of	Sweeten	et	al.,	1986)	












































































	 NEl	=	Milk	×	(1.47	+	0.4	×	Fat)	 	 	 [7]	
 







required	 per	 hour	 for	 typical	 work	 for	 draft	 animals.	
This	value	is	used	as	follows:	
	
	 NEwork	=	0.1	×	NEm	×	Hours	 	 	 [8]	
 





- NEp	 (MJ/day)	 is	 energy	 for	 pregnancy.	 For	 cattle	 and	




	 NEp	=	0.1	×	NEm	 	 	 	 [9]	
 
                                                  	
- REM	-	the	ratio	of	net	energy	available	in	the	diet	for	
maintenance	 to	digestible	energy	consumed.	For	cat-

























Dairy	cows	 28	 31	 31	







































3. Results and discussion 
	
3.1 General assessment of the current status and 





of	waste	treatment	 in	cattle	raising	 in	 the	MD,	randomly	
households	 for	 interviews	 were	 selected.	 A	 total	 of	 120	
households	were	 set	up	 for	 interviews	 in	 the	 four	areas.	
The	detail	of	 the	distribution	of	 the	cattle	 farmer	house-
holds	is	shown	in	Table	8.		
	







Dairy	cows	 10	 0	 22	 0	
Beef		cows		 19	 30	 5	 30	
Dairy	cows	and	
beef		cows	
1	 0	 3	 0	
Total	 30	 30	 30	 30	
	
The	 households	 interviewed	 mostly	 contained	 stalls	
(98.3%),	 the	 rest	 had	no	 stalls.	 Regarding	 raising	modes,	
“keeping	cattle	completely	in	stalls”	accounted	for	91.7%	





Figure 2 Distribution of cows in the surveyed areas 
	
The	 interviewed	 households	 in	 Can	 Tho	 city	 have	 the	
highest	number	of	cattle	 (220	 in	 total);	 in	Tra	Vinh	prov-
ince	they	have	the	lowest	number	of	cows	(106	in	totals)	
among	 the	 four	 surveyed	 provinces/cities.	 However,	 ac-
cording	to	the	GSO	(2015),	among	the	four	areas,	Tra	Vinh	
was	 the	 province	 that	 had	 the	 highest	 number	 of	 cows	
(131.4	 thousand	 cows),	 then	 Soc	 Trang	 was	 ranked	 se-
cond	 (24.7	 thousand	 cows),	 Can	 Tho	 city	 was	 the	 third	
(3,500	 cows),	 and	 Hau	 Giang	 (1,3	 thousand	 cows)	 was	
ranked	 fourth.	 Throughout	 the	 survey,	 the	 number	 of	
cows	 in	cities/provinces	was	 largely	different,	due	 to	 the	
scale	of	production.	The	households	in	Can	Tho	city	raised	
cattle	 in	 an	 intensive	 farming	 way.	 Most	 of	 them	 were	
well-off	 households	 with	 a	 large	 investment,	 and	 addi-
tionally,	 they	 received	 the	 support	 of	 local	 authorities.	
Therefore,	 they	 could	 raise	 several	 cattle;	 on	 average	
there	were	7	cows	per	household.	The	households	in	Tra	
Vinh	and	Soc	Trang	 raised	 cattle	 spontaneously	on	 small	
scale,	with	 an	 average	 of	 4	 cows	 per	 household.	 Finally,	




survey	 results	 and	 data	 collected	 in	 Soc	 Trang	 and	 Can	
Tho	due	to	production	scale.	The	survey	of	the	dairy	cow	
raising	 households	 in	 Can	 Tho	 city	 indicated	 that	 there	




ing	 calves).	 The	 survey	 in	 Soc	 Trang	 showed	 that	 the	




The	 MD	 has	 advantageous	 conditions	 for	 raising	 dairy	
cows.	There	is	a	large	dairy	factory	located	in	Can	Tho	city	
called	 “Vinamilk	Dairy	 Factory”.	 This	 is	 the	 first	 determi-
nant	of	dairy	cows	development	in	the	region.	The	biggest	
dairy	 development	 area,	 however,	 is	 within	 a	 radius	 of	
100	-	120	km	from	the	factory.	When	cattle	raising	places	
are	situated	more	 than	120	km	from	dairy	 factories,	 it	 is	
difficult	 to	 transport	 fresh	 milk	 from	 the	 farms	 to	 the	
factories.	 If	 the	 development	 of	 dairy	 cattle	 is	 too	 dis-
persed,	the	dairy	cow-raising	households	that	are	too	far	
away	 from	milk	 collection	 stations	 will	 be	 impossible	 to	





up	 stations	 with	 freezing	 containers	 to	 collect	 milk.	 Soc	










Figure 3. Milk transit station of Vinamilk company 
(Source:	Anh	Dao)	
	
At	 the	 same	 time,	 the	 MD	 had	 an	 abundant	 source	 of	
remains	of	agricultural	activities	such	as	corn	stalks,	sugar	
cane	 tops,	 pineapple	 peels,	 bean	 rinds,	 beer	 processing	
byproducts.	 These	 are	 considered	 valuable	 sources	 of	
food	 on	 the	 spot	 because	 most	 of	 dairy	 cow-raising	
households	 know	 how	 to	 take	 advantages	 of	 them.	
However,	 local	 farmers	 need	 capital	 to	 invest	 in	 cattle	
raising	 such	 as	 purchasing	 dairy	 cow	 breed	 (around	US$	
680	 -	 910/cow),	 building	 stalls,	 hiring	 fertilization	 and	
veterinary	services	(estimated	of	US$	1.0	-	1.2/kg	of	meat	
cow/month,	 or	 US$	 7.5	 -	 8.0/kg	 of	 dairy	 cow/month).	
Local	 authorities	 offer	 credit	 loans	 to	 support	 dairy	 cow	
raising	 development	 in	 Can	 Tho	 and	 Soc	 Trang.	 This	 is	 a	
leverage	factor	that	helps	raise	the	possibility	of	growing	









waste	 treatment	 at	 the	 surveyed	 households	 can	 be	
summarized	as	follow:	
	
In	 Can	 Tho	 city:	 according	 to	 the	 survey,	 20%	 of	 house-
holds	 built	 biogas	 tanks,	 3.3%	 of	 households	 set	 up	 the	
biogas	 bags,	 76.7%	 of	 households	 did	 not	 use	 biogas	
technology.	Of	which,	 one	 surveyed	household	 used	 the	
biogas	bag	for	3	months.	Due	to	the	inadequate	storage,	
the	 bag	 was	 perforated,	 and	 there	 were	 no	 repairers	
nearby	 in	 this	area,	so	 the	households	did	not	use	 it	any	
longer.	 Hau	 Giang	 Province:	 according	 to	 the	 survey	 re-
sults,	 none	 of	 the	 households	 uses	 biogas	 digester	 for	
waste	 treatment.	 One	 household	 used	 to	 have	 a	 biogas	
bag	but	due	to	careless	preservation,	it	was	damaged	and	
not	 able	 to	 be	 repaired.	 Nevertheless,	 the	 owner	 had	 a	
plan	to	build	a	brick	biogas	digester	in	the	future	for	long-
er	usage.	 In	 Soc	Trang	province:	 the	 survey	 showed	 that	
there	were	no	biogas	digesters	 being	used	by	 any	 cattle	
raising	households.	In	Tra	Vinh	province:	according	to	the	





Table 9. Current status of cattle waste treatment at the surveyed households 
Current	status	 Total	 Can	Tho	 Hau	Giang	 Soc	Trang	 Tra	Vinh	
Use	biogas	tanks	 6	 6	 	 	 	
Use	biogas	bags	 1	 1	 	 	 	











Totals	 120	 30	 30	 30	 30	
	
In	 general,	 the	 percentage	 of	 households	 treating	 cattle	
excrement	 by	 using	 biogas	 in	 all	 three	 surveyed	 areas	 is	
limited	 (5.8%).	 The	 rest	 of	 the	 households	 discharge	







knowledge	 of	 biogas	 technology,	 57	 households	 had	 a	
little	 knowledge,	 and	 28	 households	 knew	 biogas	 well.	
Although	 the	 number	 of	 surveyed	 households	 having	
knowledge	 of	 biogas	 technology	 is	 relatively	 high	 (ac-













Almost	 half	 of	 the	 surveyed	 households,	 47.5%,	 got	
knowledge	 of	 biogas	 technology	 through	 media	
(television,	 books,	 and	 newspapers).	 However,	 their	
knowledge	is	limited	and	therefore,	the	farmers	were	not	
confident	 to	 use	 biogas	 digesters.	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	
23.3%	 of	 the	 surveyed	 farmers	 knew	 the	 biogas	
technology	 via	 field	 observations	 or	 through	 the	
recommendation	of	the	local	authorities	or	of	those	who	
had	 used	 biogas	 technologies	 before.	 These	 last	 ones	
promote	 biogas	 digesters	 since	 they	 knew	 the	 benefits	
regarding	 cooking,	 lighting,	 sanitation,	 among	 others.	
However,	 these	 households	 could	 not	 afford	 the	
construction	of	biogas	digesters	due	to	financial	reasons.		
	
From	 the	 above-mentioned	 analysis,	 it	 is	 concluded	 that	
there	are	two	main	issues	that	obstacle	the	treatment	of	
cow	 manure	 in	 biogas	 digesters:	 (i)	 lack	 of	 information	
and	confidence,	and	(ii)	economic	reasons.	
	






After	 gathering	 the	 results	 from	 the	 surveys	 and	
combining	them	with	the	calculations	of	emissions.	Table	
10	 is	 obtained.	 This	 table	 shows	 that	 when	 calculating	
emission	 factor	 with	 the	 IPCC	method,	 the	 CH4	 value	 of	
the	 surveyed	 cows	 was	 higher	 than	 the	 CH4	 value	
calculated	with	 the	 HSPT	method	 (in	 this	 study	 3385	 kg	
CH4/	 year).	 There	 is	 a	 difference	 between	 the	 results	 of	
emission	 factor	 calculations	 according	 to	 the	 IPCC	 and	
according	to	this	study.	The	emission	factor	of	dairy	cows	
in	 this	 study	was	 about	 10	 times	 lower	 than	 that	 of	 the	
emission	 factor	 measured	 by	 the	 IPCC.	 The	 emission	
factor	of	beef	cows,	calculated	accordingly	to	this	study,	is	
1.92	 times	 higher	 compared	 to	 the	 emission	 factor	
measured	by	the	IPCC.	
	
The	main	 reason	 for	 the	discrepancy	depends	mainly	on	
the	form	of	storing	cow	excrement	and	the	rate	of	waste	
management	 used.	 In	 general,	 the	 cow	 excrement	 from	
the	 surveyed	households	was	mainly	 stored	 in	 solid	 into	
piles	 (accounting	 for	 80%),	 in	 liquid	 lagoons	 (accounting	
for	 6.7%),	 and	 in	 the	 form	 of	 scattering	 excrement	 over	
lawns	(accounting	for	4.2%).	
	












Dairy	cows	 3.04	 440.67	 31	 4216	
Meat	cows			 1.92	 744.59	 1	 416	
Calves		 0.415	 61.36	 -	 -	
Totals	 	 1246.6	 	 4632	
	
The	 results	 showed	 that	 most	 dairy	 cow-raising	
households	mainly	have	 the	way	of	 storing	excrement	 in	
solid	 (96%	 of	 dairy	 cow	 raising	 households),	 and	 the	
methane	conversion	factor	of	 this	system	was	about	5%.	
Hence,	 an	emission	 factor	of	 the	dairy	 cattle	 showed	10	
timers	 lower	 value	 compared	 to	 the	 emission	 factor	
provided	 by	 the	 IPCC.	 This	 was	 due	 to	 the	 fact	 that	
countries	 in	 Asian	 region	 store	 about	 40%	 of	 cow	
excrement	in	their	liquid	lagoons	(Safley	et	al.,	1992)	and	
the	 methane	 conversion	 factor	 of	 this	 system	 is	 about	
80%.	
	
On	 the	 contrary,	 the	 farmers	 raising	 beef	 cows	 largely	
store	 excrement	 in	 a	 liquid	 state,	 stickiness	 (in	 ponds,	
ditches,	 pits)	 and	 the	methane	 conversion	 factor	 of	 this	
system	 is	 of	 about	 80%.	 At	 the	 same	 time,	 countries	 in	
Asian	 region	 let	 beef	 cows	 scatter	 excrement	 over	
pastures	 (about	 50%),	 or	 excrement	 was	 collected	





Figure 5. The amount of CH4 produced from the waste 















were	 worth	 zero	 (total	 number	 of	 239	 male	 beef	 cows	
surveyed).	 A	 number	 of	 IPCC	 coefficients	 were	 used	 for	
this	 study,	 in	which	 the	coefficients	 for	dairy	cattle	were	
higher	 in	 value	 than	 those	 of	 cattle	 for	 meat	 (the	
coefficient	 required	 for	 survival,	 the	 highest	 methane	
yield	of	excrement).	
	
Using	 the	 calculation	 method	 for	 emission	 factor	
according	 to	 this	 study,	 the	 results	 of	 calculation	 of	 CH4	
produced	 from	waste	management	 activities	 in	 the	 four	
surveyed	 provinces/cities	 are	 shown	 in	 Figure	 5.	 As	
mentioned	 above,	 the	 cattle-raising	 households	 in	 Can	









The	 reason	 for	 this	 difference	was	 that	 Soc	 Trang	 raised	
not	only	beef	cows	but	also	dairy	cows,	and	as	mentioned	







in	 the	 case	 of	 dairy	 cows	 raising,	 the	 generated	 CH4	
potential	was	much	higher	than	the	beef	cows.	The	value	
does	 not	 include	 natural	 CH4	 which	 releases	 from	 cow	
digestion	itself.	In	case	local	people	do	not	apply	suitable	
methods	to	treat	the	waste,	the	generated	CH4	will	freely	






According	 to	 statistics	 of	 the	 GSO	 (2015),	 as	 Tra	 Vinh	
province	 had	 the	 highest	 number	 of	 beef	 cows	 (131.4	
thousand	herds	of	 cows),	 it	has	also	 the	highest	amount	
of	CH4	 accounting	252.3	 tons	per	 year.	Hau	Giang	 is	 the	
province	with	the	lowest	number	of	cattle	raised	for	meat	
among	 the	 4	 surveyed	provinces	 (1.3	 thousand	 herds	 of	
beef	cows),	and	as	a	result,	 	 it	 	contributes	to	the	lowest	
amount	of	CH4	 -	 2.5	 tons	of	CH4/year,	which	 is	 just	 10%	
compared	 to	 Tra	 Vinh	 	 numbers	 (249.8	 tons	 CH4/year).	
Soc	 Trang	 province	 was	 the	 second	 province	 that	 had	




few	 dairy	 cows,	 and	 the	 amount	 of	 CH4	 produced	 was	
nearly	zero.	Soc	Trang	was	the	province	with	the	highest	
number	of	dairy	cows	(4.6	thousand	cows),	and	therefore,	
the	 highest	 amount	 of	 CH4	 produced:	 14	 tons	 CH4/year.	
Can	 Tho	 city	 produced	 CH4	 emissions	 of	 1.5	 tons	 CH4/	
year,	 the	 difference	was	 12.5	 tons	 CH4/year.	 Because	 of	
the	 high	 value	 of	 emission	 factor	 of	 dairy	 cows	 (3.04	 kg	
CH4/cow/year),	 the	 amount	 of	 the	 produced	 CH4	 was	
rather	 high	 (14	 tons	 CH4/year)	 even	 though,	 there	were	
only	 4.6	 thousand	 cows	 in	 Soc	 Trang	 province.	 In	
conclusion,	 it	 can	 be	 seen	 that	 dairy	 cow-raising	 will	




Figure 6. The amount of CH4 produced from waste 
management by meat cattle and dairy cattle 
	
The	 total	 amount	 of	 the	 CH4	 produced	 from	 waste	
management	 activities	 by	 dairy	 cows	 and	 beef	 cows	 is	
shown	in	Figure	6.	The	amount	of	the	CH4	produced	from	
dairy	 cattle	 management	 was	 lower	 than	 that	 of	 cattle	





Among	 the	 four	 provinces/cities,	 Tra	 Vinh	 was	 the	
province	 that	 had	 the	 highest	 total	 amount	 of	 CH4	
emissions	 from	 the	 cattle	 waste	 management	 activities	
(dairy	 cows	 and	 beef	 cows)	 (252.3	 tons	 CH4/year),	
followed	 by	 Soc	 Trang	 with	 the	 CH4	 emission	 was	 61.4	







provinces/city	 in	 the	MD,	 the	number	of	dairy	 cows	was	
16.3	thousand	cows	much	 lower	(about	39.5	times)	than	
the	 number	 of	 beef	 cattle	 (643.9	 thousand	 cows).	 Thus,	
CH4	was	 produced	 from	waste	management	 activities	 of	
dairy	cattle	about	25	times	lower	than	that	of	beef	cattle.	
There	was	 a	 difference	 between	 the	 cows'	 rate	 and	 the	
CH4	ratio	of	 these	two	groups	of	cows	(about	1.6	times).	
The	 difference	 was	 due	 to	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 emissions	










Figure 7. Number of cows by province in the MD 
(Source:	GSO,	2015)	
	
The	 total	 CH4	 emissions	 from	 beef	 cows	 accounted	 for	
1236	 tons/year	 and	 from	 dairy	 cows	 for	 49.6	 tons/year.	
Total	 CH4	 emissions	 from	 waste	 cattle	 management	
activities	 (dairy	and	beef	cows)	 in	 the	MD	are	1286	 tons	
CH4	 per	 year.	 This	 fact	 indicates	 that	 cow	 raising	 in	
particular	 and	 animal	 husbandry,	 in	 general,	 contributes	
substantially	 to	 the	 emission	 of	 greenhouse	 gases	
(especially	CH4).	According	to	the	agriculture	restructuring	
plan,	 the	 number	 of	 herds	 will	 grow	 strongly	 as	 4.5	 to	
5.0%	per	year	up	to	2020	(Prime	Minister,	2017).	Hence,	
the	amount	of	CH4	emissions	will	 increase	 that	becomes	
an	 important	 issue	 to	 be	 solved	 to	 protect	 the	
environment.	
	
A	 previous	 study	 by	Nguyen	Vo	 Chau	Ngan	et	 al.	 (2014)	
recorded	 that	 for	 those	households	with	a	 large	number	
of	cattle,	the	amount	of	biogas	produced	will	be	excessive	
due	 to	 a	 large	 amount	 of	 excrement.	 When	 emissions	
exceed	the	requirement,	farmers	normally	discharge	such	
excessive	gas	 into	the	air	contributing	to	the	greenhouse	
effect.	 Therefore,	 in	 addition	 to	 utilizing	 cow	 excrement	
for	 the	 operation	 of	 biogas	 digesters	 for	 only	 cooking	
purposes,	 the	biogas	produced	 should	be	used	 for	other	
energy	needs	of	households.	
	




As	 cattle-raising	 households	 in	 the	 surveyed	
provinces/cities	of	the	MD	mainly	breed	cattle	at	a	small	
scale,	 local	 authorities	 have	 paid	 little	 attention	 to	 the	
problems	 caused	 by	 the	 animal’s	 excrement.	 Despite	
abundant	availability	of	excrement,	 the	disposal	safety	 is	




Biogas	 technology	 is	 a	 waste	 treatment	 method	 that	
brings	 economic	 and	 environmental	 benefits.	 This	
technology	has	been	applied	in	the	MD	for	years,	but	it	is	
not	 popular	 in	 the	 four	 surveyed	 provinces/cities	 of	 the	
MD.	Households	who	built	biogas	tanks	or	installed	biogas	






in	 the	 MD	 in	 particular	 and	 in	 Vietnam	 in	 general,	 the	




that	 of	 the	 emission	 factor	 calculated	 by	 the	 IPCC,	 the	
emission	factor	of	beef	cows	in	this	study	was	1.92	times	
higher	than	that	of	 the	emission	 factor	calculated	by	the	





excrement.	 The	 biogas	 potential	 shows	 it	 is	 enough	 for	
lighting	 demand	 of	 97.5%	 of	 all	 households.	 Thus,	 a	
biogas	 system	 is	 highly	 beneficiary	 to	 small-scale	 cattle	
raising	farmers.	The	MD	is	an	area	of	enormous	potential	
for	 development	 of	 biogas	 digester.	 Effective	 treatment	
options	 such	 as	 the	 application	 of	 biogas	 technology	 in	
animal	husbandry	will	open	up	opportunities	to	exploit	a	
material	source	of	cattle	excrement	for	energy	production	
and	 to	 make	 use	 of	 waste	 to	 decrease	 potential	
greenhouse	 gases	 emissions.	 However,	 the	 effectiveness	
and	 feasibility	 depend	 on	 the	 stable	 and	 sustainable	
development	 of	 cattle	 production,	 as	 well	 as	 the	
attention,	 direction	 and	 support	 policies	 of	 the	 central	





The	 central	 and	 local	 governments	 should	 pay	 more	
attention	 to	 small-scale	 cattle-raising	 farmers	 and	 make	
plans	 to	 inform	 local	 farmers	 of	 the	 benefits	 and	
application	 of	 biogas	 to	 encourage	more	 local	 people	 to	
apply	 biogas	 systems	 at	 their	 households.	 Moreover,	




emissions	 in	 cattle-raising	 in	 particular	 in	 animal	
husbandry,	 are	 not	 enough	 and	 are	 not	 collected	
systematically,	 especially	 the	 figures	 of	 the	 herd	
characteristics	 are	 not	 sufficient.	 Therefore,	 in	 order	 to	
improve	 inventory	 quality	 in	 the	 coming	 time,	 it	 is	
necessary	 to	 continue	 the	 survey	 and	 study	 to	 evaluate	
systematically	 and	 progressively	 to	 build	 more	 precise	
emissions	factors.	
	
Calculation	 results	 show	 that	 the	 methane	 conversion	
coefficient	 of	 the	 solid	 residue	 storage	 system	 in	piles	 is	
much	 lower	 than	 that	 of	 sticky	 liquid	 storage	 in	 ponds.	
Therefore,	 in	 order	 to	 reduce	 the	 CH4	 emissions	 from	







store	 solid	 waste	 (waste	 in	 the	 lawn,	 daily	 waste	
collection	or	in	the	form	of	solid	waste).	
	
It	 is	 necessary	 to	 have	 the	 technology	 to	 utilize	 cow	
excrement	 in	 particular	 and	 animal	 waste	 in	 general	 for	
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